
 

The regular meeting of the Whitestown Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Tuesday, 

December 13th, 2016 at 8539 Clark Mills Road in Whitesboro, New York.    

Members present: Joseph Bragg, Kevin Lansing, Ray O’Connor, and Stephen Walthall 

Members absent: Jordan Ross 

Also present: Carolyn Carleo, Secretary and Phil Husted, Codes Enforcement Officer 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Walthall at 7:32 p.m. 

The November meeting minutes were reviewed by the Board and, upon motion by Mr. Lansing;  

second by Chairman Walthall, the minutes were accepted as presented.   

 

The first order of business was the continuing application of Thomas Hoffman of Hoffman 

Development requesting a Use Variance for a proposed Car Wash to be constructed off of 

Commercial Drive/Henderson Streets.  Chairman Walthall read a letter from Boulder Consultants 

in which Hoffman Development asked for an extension in presenting their case to this zoning 

board.  Of particular note, the Planning Board will due an environmental review or impact study 

and SEQRA (State’s Environmental Quality Review Act) study.  The Planning Board will be the 

lead agency and potential rezoning of the entire area is being looked into.  Hoffman 

Development would like to table their application until the January 10th, 2017 meeting, and at 

that time they will give an update.  No members representing Hoffman Development were at 

the meeting.  Chairman Walthall made a motion granting the extension, second by Mr. Bragg, all 

were in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  Chairman Walthall asked that the secretary send 

letters to Don Ehre and Thomas Hoffman letting them know their request has been granted.   

 

The next order of business was the continuing application for an area variance for Marcia and 

Julia Cain to place a shed on their property, 25 Harts Hill Parkway.  They were not present.  

Codes Enforcement Officer Phil Husted stated that in his dealings with this family that they have 

found a new place for the shed and that no area variance would be needed.  Chairman Walthall 

dismissed the case without prejudice, second by Mr. O’Connor, all were in favor, none opposed, 

motion carried.      

 

The next order of business was the continuing application of Upstate Cellular, d/b/a Verizon 

Wireless.  Laura Bonyea, an attorney representing Mr. Clark’s firm and Upstate Cellular was 

present to give an update to the board as well as about a dozen community members.  Miss 

Bonyea stated that Upstate Cellular was in the process of negotiating with the Water Board 

Authority to see if it’s feasible to place their cellular tower on Mary Street off Wilcox Road as an 

alternate site to the original site of Strawberry Fields.  They are researching the structurally 

suitability of placing the antenna off of the water tower itself.  They listened to the neighbors of 

Strawberry Hills and are trying to find a suitable alternative for their cell tower placement.  

Strawberry Hills area is still a viable option.  Upstate Cellular is requesting a three month 

extension of their original application in order to do their due diligence in researching this 



 

option.  Miss Bonyea indicated she would come back to the March 14th, 2017 meeting to give an 

updated report at that time.  Chairman Walthall made a motion to grant the extension, second 

by Mr. Bragg, all were in favor, none opposed, motion carried.  Chairman Walthall asked that the 

secretary send reminder letters to Robert Wuest, 29 Abbey Road, and Linda DeGasse of 3 Crown 

Lane, as they requested to be notified.  They represent the majority of concerned neighbors and 

will pass along the information as they receive it to the rest of the neighborhood.    

 

A concerned citizen, Joanne Smith, asked if we could send her the minutes of the September 

2016 ZBA meeting as they are not posted on the website.  Chairman Walthall and Mr. O’Connor 

had a copy of these minutes and showed them to her.  The secretary will research this and get 

back to her.  She gave her contact information.     

 

The community members left but the meeting was not adjourned. Chairman Walthall handed 

out “Local Law #--- of 2016” which is a draft or proposed law to attempt to address some of the 

issues of the zoning ordinance.  He received this from the Town Attorney Bill Schmidt.  Chairman 

Walthall asked that the board members review it, make changes or amendments, prior to 

January’s meeting.  After the board discusses the potential changes at January’s meeting the 

Chairman will contact Bill Schmidt with all the proposed recommendations.   

 

The secretary handed out the 2017 schedule of ZBA meetings with application deadline dates.  

This will be sent to the Webmaster and Town Clerk.   

 

The final discussion took place regarding 5140 Commercial Drive, the Bencini application.  The 

application was pulled back by Codes Enforcement Officer Phil Husted because he believes they 

don’t need a use variance to add the fixing of cars to their current M-1 zoning.  Phil indicated 

the applicants provided more information showing this is not a stand alone service center 

requiring a Use Variance.  This business currently rents and sells cars at this location.  He 

believes he will mail back their check and withdraw their application.  He will advise the 

secretary by December 20th as to the status of this application at that time it will be determined 

whether or not a 239 recommendation will be done.   

 

With no further business, Chairman Walthall made a motion to adjourn the meeting; a second 

was made by Mr. O’Connor.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:13p.m.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Carolyn Carleo, Secretary  

Whitestown Zoning Board         


