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Town of Whitestown Breaks Ground on Sauquoit Creek 
Channel & Floodplain Restoration Project 

 
October 29, 2018 (Whitestown, N.Y.) – The Town of Whitestown officially broke ground on the Sauquoit Creek Channel & 

Floodplain Restoration Project during a special ceremony at Dunham Manor Park on Monday morning, October 29. 

 

The Sauquoit Creek Channel & Floodplain Restoration Project was initiated in 2016 by the Town of Whitestown to address 

concerns over flooding along a large stretch of the Sauquoit Creek. Since its inception, the project has studied the causes of 

flooding, identified options to mitigate flood impacts and will implement solutions aimed at alleviating flooding to the greatest extent 

possible. The most critical aspect of the project involves the construction of 12 proposed floodplain benches along a mile-long 

corridor of the lower Sauquoit Creek adjacent to Commercial Drive in Whitestown. New York State provided more than $6 million to 

the project to increase the resiliency of the Sauquoit Creek through the construction of an innovative floodplain ‘bench’ that will store 

and slow floodwaters and protect downstream communities. This includes funding to design all 12 floodplain benches and funding to 

support the design and future installation of additional culvert pipes within the CSX bridge railroad bed. 

 

The groundbreaking ceremony officially marked the start of construction for the project’s first two floodplain benches at the 

Sauquoit Creek’s edge on property owned by the Town of Whitestown at Dunham Manor Park. In November, the Town of 

Whitestown Town Board will formally select a contractor for the work, and construction will commence shortly thereafter. 

Construction of the two floodplain benches is scheduled to be completed by summer of 2019. 

 

The Town was joined at the groundbreaking by several officials and key project partners from the state, county and local 

level, including New York State Office of General Services Commissioner RoAnn Destito, New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation Acting Regional Director Randall Young, New York State Senator Joseph Griffo, New York State 

Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi, Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente and Village of Whitesboro Mayor Robert Friedlander, 

along with representatives from O’Brien & Gere, the engineering firm retained for the planning, design and implementation of the 

project. 

 

More about the project: 

 

A floodplain bench is a low-lying area that is strategically designed and constructed adjacent to a body of moving water to 

temporarily store floodwaters. Like other projects with similar intentions, the Sauquoit Creek Channel & Floodplain Restoration 
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Project’s floodplain benches will feature three main components, all of which will be natural: 

 

Hydrologic – Reconnecting the creek to its natural floodplain, reducing flood depths and slowing down flood waters. 

 

Vegetative – Removing invasive species and replanting native plant communities appropriate to the site and conditions to 

prevent erosion, increase flood retention, improve wildlife and creek habitat and protect water quality. 

 

Habitat Restoration – Installing structures and replanting native plant communities to improve wildlife habitat. 

 

Together, all three components will work to stabilize the lower Sauquoit Creek. This will result in a considerable reduction 

in flood stage during flood events, like the one experienced on July 1, 2017, potentially saving homes and businesses from more 

devastating destruction. 

 

Due to the great magnitude and cost of efforts, the construction of the Sauquoit Creek Channel & Floodplain Restoration 

Project’s other 10 floodplain benches will be accomplished in phases over the next several years. Nonetheless, the construction of 

each individual floodplain bench will create immediate benefit and, for each additional floodplain bench constructed, there will be 

more flood relief. Importantly – even though the initial floodplain bench construction will occur on town-owned property on 

Commercial Drive because no easements are required, those living downstream, particularly in flood-prone areas in the Village of 

Whitesboro, will experience a reduction in flood stage, too. What is done upstream will only help downstream communities. Also, 

plans are actively being developed and pursued to construct additional floodplain benches – beyond the 12 already in the works – in 

the Village of Whitesboro. 

 

While the goal is to build at least 12 floodplain benches, the Sauquoit Creek Channel & Floodplain Restoration Project 

contains a certain degree of flexibility. Other than the two floodplain benches being constructed this fall into next year, the rest of the 

project’s proposed floodplain benches are not yet in final design phase, meaning their size, shape and exact location can sti ll 

change to address the concerns of business owners and flood victims. 

 

Town of Whitestown Supervisor Shaun J. Kaleta said: 

 

“For far too long, residents and business owners in the Town of Whitestown and Village of Whitesboro have been on the 

receiving end of devastating flooding and destruction with no real long-term answers or solutions. The Sauquoit Creek Channel and 

Floodplain Restoration Project is a significant turning point in how the historical flooding of the lower Sauquoit Creek is addressed. 

We are no longer taking a reactive approach to floods. Instead, the project is a true proactive effort to alleviate flooding to the 

greatest extent possible. While today’s groundbreaking is just the beginning of a long process, it is a very important start. Real flood 

relief is finally happening. This would not be possible without the effort and support of so many at the state, county and local level. 

The Sauquoit Creek Channel and Floodplain Restoration Project truly is an example of government coming together to fix a problem 

and improve the lives of so many. We will not rest until the project, in its entirety, is completed.” 

 

New York State Office of General Services Commissioner RoAnn Destito said: 

 

“The Sauquoit Creek Channel and Floodplain Restoration Project is exactly the type of project Governor Cuomo has in 

mind when he encourages State agencies to work collaboratively with local communities to ensure they are protected against and 



   

 

Contact: Shaun J. Kaleta • Town Supervisor • Town of Whitestown 

Phone: 315.736.1131 • E-mail: supervisor@whitestown.net 

 

can recover from all that Mother Nature has in store for us. As a resident of the Mohawk Valley, I am excited to be participating in 

today’s groundbreaking in Whitestown with the local and state officials who are leading this effort on behalf of all the residents and 

businesses that suffer each time this creek floods.” 

 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Basil Seggos said: 

 

“Today marks a major milestone after months of hard work and close collaboration among the state of New York, 

Oneida County, the town of Whitestown, and the village of Whitesboro. As partners, we are advancing this state-of-the-art and 

environmentally sustainable engineering project to combat chronic flooding along the Sauquoit Creek with the installation of a 

series of floodplain benches beginning in Dunham Park. These floodplain benches will reduce the impacts of future floods by 

giving floodwaters a place to go and preventing future flood events from adversely impacting homes, businesses, and Parkway 

Middle School along Sauquoit Creek, and making the town of Whitestown and village of Whitesboro more resilient to extreme 

storms.” 

 

Oneida County Executive Anthony Picente said: 

 

“I am pleased that Oneida County could dedicate $225,000 for engineering oversight and management of this flood 

mitigation project through the funding I made available after the devastating floods of July 2017. The County was also glad to apply 

for the $2 million Green Infrastructure Grant through the New York State Department of Environmental Facilities Corporation that will 

help make the construction possible and ease the impact of future flooding in the Town of Whitestown.” 

 

Village of Whitesboro Mayor Robert Friedlander said: 

 

“As Mayor of the Village of Whitesboro, I am so very pleased to break ground on this critically important project. It is 

the culmination of so much hard work by many individuals, municipalities and agencies. Village residents, along with others, 

will finally have some relief from the devastating flooding they have endured for years. We have a lot more work to do, but we 

will continue to work together until the project is finished.” 
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